1 Corinthians: A Boy Named Sue.

1 Corinthians 6:1-11 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for
judgment instead of before the saints? ° Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you
are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? ° Do you not know that we will
judge angels? How much more the things of this life! * Therefore, if you have disputes about such
matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the church!

(Alternative translation.)! Corinthians 6:4 * But when you have matters of this life to be judged, you
bring them before those who are of no account in the Church!

> [ say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute
between believers? ° But instead, one brother goes to law against another-- and this in front of
unbelievers! ” The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated
already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? ® Instead, you yourselves cheat and do
wrong, and you do this to your brothers. ? Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders '° nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ' And that is what some of you were. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Paul is speaking against small-minded and

Paul’s point to the Corinthians: They are new creations on Christ, the old has gone the new has come. So

like it!
Would Jesus agree with Paul? (Matthew 18:23-35.)

Matthew 18:23-35 % "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. ** As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all
that he had be sold to repay the debt. *° "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he
begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' >’ The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and
let him go. *® "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!" he demanded. *°
"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' *° "But
he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. ' When
the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master
everything that had happened. > "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,’ he said, 'I
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. > Shouldn't you have had mercy on your
fellow servant just as I had on you?' ** In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured,
until he should pay back all he owed. * "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless
you forgive your brother from your heart."



Transforming is to extend itself into all areas of our lives, especially into those areas and

times when we have been wronged.



