Moses — The Golden Deception.

Exodus 32:1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain,
they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him."2 Aaron
answered them, "Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are
wearing, and bring them to me." 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to
Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf,
fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out
of Egypt." 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced,
"Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD." 6 So the next day the people rose early and
sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and
drink and got up to indulge in revelry.

What was Aaron thinking?

Aaron tries to include the worship of Yahweh with the

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of
Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them
and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and
sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’
9 "I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. 10
Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I
will make you into a great nation."

21 He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?"
22 "Do not be angry, my lord," Aaron answered. "You know how prone these people are to evil.
23 They said to me, 'Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought
us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him." 24 So I told them, 'Whoever has
any gold jewelry, take it off.' Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out
came this calf!"

A lesson not learned . . .

1 Kings 12:26-30 ? Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now likely revert to the
house of David. 7 If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the LORD in
Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will
kill me and return to King Rehoboam." *® After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves.
He said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O



Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." *° One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. *°
And this thing became a sin; the people went even as far as Dan to worship the one there.

John 4:20-24 *° Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 2l Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ** You
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from
the Jews. % Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. ** God is spirit,
and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."”

Spirit and truth rejects the we are so prone to make.

Spirit and truth rejects our attempts to God into our expectations and
desires and instead seeks to be conformed into his will, his ways.



